APPENDIX I

THE DECLAEATION OF PEACE *
(NOVEMBER 831917)

THE Workers' and Peasants' Government, created by the revolution
of November 6-7, and drawing its strength from the Soviets of
Workers', Soldiers', and Peasants' Deputies, proposes to all warring
peoples and their governments to begin at once negotiations leading
to a just and democratic peace.

A just and democratic peace for which the great majority of
wearied, tormented, and war-exhausted toilers and labouring classes
of all belligerent countries are thirsting, a peace which the Eussian
workers and peasants have so loudly and insistently demanded since
the overthrow of the Tsar's monarchy, such a peace the Government
considers to be an immediate peace without annexations (i.e. without
the seizure of foreign territory and the forcible annexation of foreign
nationalities) and without indemnities.

The Russian Government proposes to all warring peoples that
this kind of peace be concluded at once ; it also expresses its readiness
to take immediately, without the least delay, all decisive steps pend-
ing the final confirmation of all the terms of such a peace by the
plenipotentiary assemblies of all countries and all nations.

By annexation or seizure of foreign territory the Government, in
accordance with the legal concepts of democracy in general and of
the working class in particular, understands any incorporation of a
small and weak nationality by a large and powerful State without a
clear, definite, and voluntary expression of agreement and desire by
the weak nationality, regardless of the time when such forcible in-
corporation took place, regardless also of how developed or how
backward is the nation forcibly attached or forcibly detained within
the frontiers of the [larger] State, and finally, regardless whether or

1 Eeprinted from The Bolshevik Revolution by James Bunyan and
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